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Introduction 

The Global Women’s Institute’s (GWI) “Empowered Aid” study is feminist, participatory action research 
(PAR) that recognizes women and girls as contextual safeguarding experts and engages them as co-
producers of knowledge in asking and answering questions about their own lives. PAR proactively 
acknowledges and addresses power imbalances—in this case, between men and women; aid workers and 
those receiving aid; and researchers and those being researched. Just as participation lies at the center of 
accountable humanitarian response, it is a critical element for research that seeks to shift power 
imbalances.  

This brief offers guidance on creating formal and informal accompanying systems for girls to travel to 
activities – at the Peace Center in Al Azraq camp in the context of this case study – and on providing 
information sharing on moving in groups. This approach was developed by the World Vision team in 
Jordan with support from the GWI team, based on recommendations from women and girls to make 
accessing aid services safer.  

Background  

In Jordan, Empowered Aid was implemented in Al Azraq camp, in partnership with the Road to Resilience 
(RtR) project part of the World Vision Syria Response. Al Azraq camp, which includes 6 villages, was 
established in 2014 in response to the influx of Syrian refugees, operated by the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in conjunction with the Government of Jordan. Today, Al Azraq 
camp is a home to around 40,000 Syrian refugees. RtR has been instrumental in creating a safe and healthy 
environment for children and caregivers in Al Azraq refugee camp. The Peace Centre part of RtR, where 
the Empowered Aid project was implemented, is designed to provide a safe and resilient environment for 
children and young adults in the camp. 

Based on contextualization workshops with women and girls and participatory group discussions (PGDs) 
with men and boys, the participants reported that they travel by foot to access any aid or services inside 
Al Azraq camp. Distances in the camp are particularly large, with the camp stretching for some 15 
kilometers. There are no taxis, buses, or cars, and the only mean of transportation is bicycles, mainly 
driven by men living in the camp. Each bicycle has an extra seat that can accommodate a maximum of one 
or two passengers.   







 
 

The group of girls arriving safe at the NGO door 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ABOUT EMPOWERED AID 

Empowered Aid is a multi-country, participatory action research project led by the Global Women’s Institute 
(GWI) at the George Washington University. The initial study was conducted in partnership with the 

International Rescue Committee (IRC) and World Vision in Uganda, and with CARE International and URDA 
in Lebanon; with scale-up activities currently underway in partnership with World Vision in the Middle East, 

East Africa and South Asia. Its goal is to support the creation or adaptation of aid delivery models that actively 
work to reduce power disparities and give women and girls a sustained voice in how aid is delivered. 

Empowered Aid is funded by the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration. 

Learn more at https://empoweredaid.gwu.edu  

_______________ 

This guide was drafted by Maha Al Saudi, Loujine Fattal, and Mathilde Belli. For questions, contact us at 
empoweredaid@gmail.com  

Suggested Citation: The Global Women’s Institute (GWl).  
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